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“The Investiture of the Gods” recounts the ancient tribal war — the
Shang-Zhou conflict — under the guidance of a mythological worldview. It
encompasses numerous significant cultural phenomena that pertain to the

collective consciousness and psychology of the people. From oral storytelling to
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written composition and later dissemination in the form of drum ballads, the work
possesses the nature of an epic in this sense.

The Investiture of the Gods mythologizes the significant historical event of King
Wau's conquest of the Shang Dynasty, as recorded in historical texts. Through this, it
reshapes the images of ancient deities, restores the glory of mythological heroes,
and reconstructs the divine genealogy, establishing a coherent system for the
previously chaotic pantheon: the upper layer is the realm of immortals, the middle
layer the realm of gods, and the lower layer the realm of mortals. It can be said that
*The Investiture of the Gods* is a mythological epic born during the mature stage

of human culture, emerging in the context of cultural reiteration.
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*The Investiture of the Gods* is a hundred-chapter long mythological novel
edited by Xu Zhonglin of the Ming Dynasty, commonly known as “The List of the
Investiture of the Gods” .

*The Investiture of the Gods* is a fictionalized tale inspired by the historical
events of King Wu's conquest of the Shang Dynasty. It primarily depicts the conflicts
between the Shang and Zhou dynasties, featuring the Ch'an Sect's slaying of
generals and their ascension to godhood, the Jie Sect's assistance to King Zhou in
his tyranny, and the descent of celestial beings to the mortal realm to overcome
calamities. The first thirty chapters focus on the brutality of the Shang Dynasty,
while the latter seventy chapters narrate the Battle of Chao, the Eastern Zhou's
westward campaign to overthrow the Shang, and King Zhou's eventual defeat by
setting himself ablaze. Following the Zhou's unification, King Wu,i%, establishes
feudal states, while Jiang Ziya grants divine titles to the slain warriors.

The novel is supported by ancient historical political concepts and religious
conflicts as its ideological framework. Combining grand imaginative depictions of
divine and demonic battles, it expresses the author's admiration and praise for
virtuous rulers, as well as dissatisfaction and resistance toward tyrannical and
incompetent monarchs.

After the Ming Dynasty, this book became widely circulated and had a
significant influence on folk beliefs, legends, and artistic cultures such as films,
animations, games, comics, operas, and New Year paintings. Stories from the book,

including the myth of Nezha Defying the Sea, the encounter between Jiang Taigong



and King Wen, Daji's betrayal of Bighan, as well as the tales of the Two Haha
Generals, the Nine Heavens Array, and Shentu and Yulu, have been widely
cherished. Many local operas, folk performances, and storytelling scripts also draw

inspiration from *The Investiture of the Gods*.
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The Tyranny of King Zhou

Desecration of the Sky Mending Deity

At the end of the Shang Dynasty, when Yin Shou was in power, the court
officials went to the temple to worship on the birthday of the goddess Niiwa. King
Zhou was captivated by the beauty of Niiwa's statue and inscribed erotic poetry,
which offended her. However, since he had foreseen that the Shang Dynasty's fate
was still to be fulfilled, she ordered three spirits—the thousand-year-old fox, the
nine-headed pheasant, and the jade lute—to bewitch the king and disrupt his
governance, aiding the Zhou Dynasty in overthrowing King Zhou's tyranny.
Longing for Nlwa's beauty, King Zhou sought advice from his ministers Fei and You.

Fei Zhong suggested summoning beautiful women into the palace.
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Conquer Jizhou to send concubines

Due to the resistance of Jizhou Marquis Su Hu against bribing sycophants, his
daughter Su Daji was instigated by Fei You and his two companions to force King
Zhou to become a concubine. The rebellion of Su Hou and his son failed, and they
were forced to sacrifice their daughter. On the way, they encountered the Nine
Tailed Fox Spirit who secretly killed Daji to transform into a corpse, using her beauty
to plague the country and bewitch the Zhou Dynasty. The court song was filled with
demonic energy, which alarmed Yungzi to use a sword to eliminate demons but

failed.
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Abandoned and harmful to loyalty and righteousness

Due to King Zhou's indulgence in alcohol and sex, corruption in the court, and
the instigation of evil concubines, he extensively tortured and killed officials and
servants, and harmed the loyal and virtuous. Queen Jiang was brutally killed by
gouging out her eyes and branding her hands; Prince Yin Jiao and his younger
brother Yin Hong abandoned the palace and fled, and Prime Minister Shang
Ronggiang advised against death; Dongbo Hou and Nanbo Hou were innocently
executed, while Xibo Hou Jichang encountered Lei Zhenzi on his way and took him
as a hundred sons. Later, he was imprisoned in Youli, and his son Boyi was sent to
pay tribute to redeem his father. Daji's request for love was unsuccessful, so he

dismembered his body and made meat patties for Jichang to eat.
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Nezha causing chaos in the East China Sea

During his seven-year imprisonment in Jichang, Nezha was born at Chentang
Pass and clashed with Donghai on the day of the massacre. He showered and
caused chaos in the Dragon Palace, executed the Night Fork, killed Aobing and
drew dragon tendons, and caused chaos at Nantian Baode Pass, hiding and
torturing the Dragon King. He practiced archery and shot the arrows of the Yellow
Emperor at the city tower, accidentally killed the Jiejiao Biyun Boy, and mistakenly
injured the Caiyun Boy as a stone rock. Later, Taiyi Zhenren collected the stone rock.
Nezha sacrificed his life to save his parents and committed suicide. He begged his
mother to build a temple in his dream. His father, Li Jing, destroyed the temple and
resurrected him through a lotus flower. He wanted to kill his father, but the Taoist
priest who lit a lamp gave him a tower to resolve the enmity between the father and

son of the Li family. Li Jing then resigned from his official position and went into

seclusion.
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Jiang Ziya descended the mountain

At the beginning of the Kunlun Mountains, the Heavenly Lord saw that Jiang
Ziya was not skilled in learning and could only enjoy the blessings of the mortal
world. He ordered him to enter the world to assist Zhou. Jiang then went down the
mountain to seek refuge with the Song Dynasty's barbarians, married a wife to
endure the hardships, and sold sorghum and noodles to open a restaurant.
However, all attempts were unsuccessful. Later, he sold divination and cleverly
captured Jiang Ziya, and burned the jade and pipa essence, causing him to reveal
his true form and be granted the title of Doctor. Daji held a grudge and used the
Lutai platform to make things difficult for Jiang. Jiang fled to Xigi by taking
advantage of the water. The Lutai Supervision Project was handed over to
Chonghou Hu, which was a waste of time and resources. [65-66] Xigi Wenchen San
Yisheng had an affair with Fei You, and he cleared the knot to pardon Ji Chang. Lei
Zhenzi saved his father and returned to Zhou. Later, Ji Chang vomited his son and
was imprisoned by Wu Ji's painting. With Wu Ji's guidance, he invited Jiang Ziya,
who was living in seclusion in the grasslands, to visit him at the Qianxi River and

was appointed as the Prime Minister.
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Daji harms Bigan

After the completion of Lutai, Daji had the descendants of the Fox tribe pretend
to be immortals to attend a banquet at Lutai, but they were exposed by King Zhou,
Wang Shuyagan, and joined forces with King Wu Cheng of Yin and Shang, Huang
Feihu, to send troops to besiege and burn all the foxes to death. Bigan made a fur
coat from the skin of a dead fox and presented it to King Zhou. Daji harbored
resentment and recommended nine pheasant spirits to the palace to set up a plot.
They conspired with Hu Ximei to harm Bigan under the pretext of mental illness,
resulting in his heart being gouged out and he dying. Not long after Wen
Zhonggang returned to the court and made a ten chapter agreement with King

Zhou, he was about to embark on a rebellion against King Chuping of the East Sea.
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Huang Feihu's Anti Pass

After the Western Qi army attacked Chonghou Hu, Ji Chang passed away on
the way back, and Jiang Ziya appointed Ji Fa as the King of War. Due to Daji's
drunken appearance and mischief, she was captured by the Golden Eye Divine
Eagle released by King Wu Cheng Huang Feihu. Daji set up a new plot to retaliate
and even killed Huang Feihu's wife Jia and her sister Huang Fei, forcing them to
rebel against the Huang family. Huang's sons Huang Tianhua and Nezha rescued
her, causing Huang Feihu's entire family to break through five barriers and flee to
Xiqgi, where they were granted the title of King Wu Cheng of Dazhou Town. Xiqi's

power gradually grew stronger.

BHISAIAR

e WAV X i E S


https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E5%A7%AC%E5%8F%91/24227394?fromModule=lemma_inlink
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E9%87%91%E7%9C%BC%E7%A5%9E%E9%B9%B0/3910424?fromModule=lemma_inlink

NIMENHECREY, IREXKRA. REXZABIRE, IREFFVIE, RER
BIFE. BfhESHAEAR, SRIRTIKES. St BRIVGEFEBHE, Bf7RERN
TeBIUEARRIKET, (BEFAEIME. BEIIABSHIFATTRARKERE, H55KESS

EREENST.

The Heroes Conquer the West Chapter

The 36th Route Expedition to Xiqi Incident

The Grand Tutor heard that Zhong's pursuit of the Flying Tiger had failed, and
sent generals Chao Tian and Chao Lei to investigate in Xigi. However, they were
tricked by Jiang Ziya's clever plan, and the Chao brothers returned to Zhou. Wen
Zhong was ordered to go to Xigi and sent four generals from the Mo family,
including Zhang Guifang, Lu Xiong, and others. Wen Zhong also invited the Four
Saints of Kowloon Island to assist Zhang Guifang. However, Jiang Ziya's nephews
and Chan Jiao disciples appeared one after another and gathered in Xiqi to help,

causing Zhang Guifang and other generals to be defeated and killed.
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Wen Zhong personally launched a campaign against the Western Zhou
Dynasty and recruited four generals, Deng, Xin, Zhang, and Tao, along the way; Yu
Xigi dueled and invited more friends from the Jiejiao Sect to help. The Ten Heavenly
Kings of Jin'ao Island set up ten extraordinary formations. Taoist Randeng led
several of the Twelve Immortals of Kunlun to break the array. Hearing that Zhong
invited Zhao Gongming down the mountain again, he still could not break Xiqi. The
magic weapon was also taken by the Two Immortals of Mount Wuyi. Zhao
Gongming had to borrow the treasure from his sister Sanxiao to fight, but was
killed by Taoist Lu, the Sanxian. Sanxiao set up the Nine Bend Yellow River
Formation to avenge his brother, and once captured Yang Jian, Jin Mu Er Zha, and
the twelve immortals of the Chan Sect. However, they were eventually defeated by
the leader of the Chan Sect, Yuan Shi Tianzun, who led his disciples to unite with
Laozi and others. All members of the Jigjiao faction were killed in action, and Wen

Zhong himself also died at Juelong Ridge.
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Afterwards, King Zhou successively sent commercial generals such as Deng
Jiugong, Su Hu, Zhang Shan, and Hong Jin to the west, all of whom suffered great
defeats. Among them, there was also Lu Yue, who was invited by Shen Gongbao to
help Su Hu. After the failure of the plague massacre, he was taken away by Wei Hu.
The father and daughter of Jiugong, as well as the descendants of Tuxing, including
Shen Gongbao, Su Hu, Zheng Lun, and Hong Jin, all surrendered to the Western
Zhou Dynasty. Yin Hong and Yin Jiao, who were originally ordered by Shen
Gongbao to go down the mountain to assist Zhou, were also accused of rebellion
by Shen Gongbao. In the end, the brothers of the Yin family who supported Zhou

were also sworn to be killed. The Qi Immortal Ma Yuan, who was invited by Shen
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Gongbao to assist Yin Hong, and the uninvited Wing Immortal were also subdued
by the Western Zhuntidao and Lamp Burning Taoist. Luo Xuanhuo, who was invited
by Shen Gongbao to assist Yin Jiao, burned Xiqi and was defeated by Princess

Longji before dying at the hands of Li Jing.
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King Wu's campaign against Zhou

The Great Zhou Eastern Expedition to Eliminate Merchants Incident
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The Western Zhou camp rose to power, and King Wu appointed Jiang Ziya as
the commander-in-chief. Ziya Jintai appointed him as a general and then launched
an army to attack the Shang Dynasty. First, Shouyang Mountain encountered Boyi
and Shugi who obstructed the army, and then captured Wei Ben who had fled
halfway. Later, they attacked Jinjiling and surrendered to Kong Xuan. Zhou Bing
broke through checkpoints such as Jiameng, Qinglong, Sishui, Jiepai, Chuanyun,
Tongguan, Lintong, and others along the way. He expounded on the great
breakthroughs of his disciples in the "Zhu Xian Formation" and "Wan Xian
Formation" set up by the leader of the Jiejiao Tongtian Sect, and Yang Ren went
down the mountain to break through the "Wen Huang Formation" of Lv Yue. Zhou
soldiers fought in Mianchi again, beheaded Zhang Kui and his wife, crossed the
Yellow River to battle Mengjin, captured Shentu Yulei, burned Wu culture, and killed
the Seven Monsters of Meishan. Jin Zha cleverly took control of the Youhun Pass
and gathered 800 vassals to march towards Chaoge. Daji and the three demons of
Xuanyuan Tomb were captured and executed, and King Zhou self immolated at the
Star Picking Tower. The Shang Dynasty was destroyed and the world returned to
Zhou. King Wu, also known as the Zhou Emperor, established the Zhou Dynasty and
granted territories to the seventy-two feudal lords. Jiang Ziya received the imperial
edict from the Yuan Dynasty and successively conferred titles on the gods at the
Fengshen Platform. Li Jing, Jin Zha, Mu Zha, Ne Zha, Yang Jian, Wei Hu, and Lei

Zhenzi became holy in their physical bodies.
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This list of gods is like the "civil servant admission list" of the Heavenly Court.
During the Shang Zhou War, various immortals also joined in. After the end of the
war, there were many casualties. In order to reorganize the order of the Heavenly
Court and ensure that all the immortals have a proper organization, Yuanshi
Tianzun created this list of gods. The immortals on the list have become formal
employees of the Heavenly Court, enjoying the welfare benefits of the Heavenly
Court, but also having to abide by various rules of the Heavenly Court.

In the original novel "Fengshen Yanyi", Jiang Ziya was finally
crowned as a god, with a total of 365 legitimate gods. These 365
people are like 365 important positions in the Heavenly Court, with
immortals on duty every day, 365 days a year.

Among these 365, there are several particularly talented characters. For example, in
Boyi Kao, he was conferred the title of Emperor Ziwei. This Purple Wisteria Emperor
is not simple. His position in the Heavenly Court is quite high, like the second in
command of the Heavenly Court, assisting the Jade Emperor in managing the Book
of Documents, the Earth's latitude, the sun, moon, and stars, as well as overseeing
all the stars and the climate of the four seasons. Boyi Kao was able to attain such a
high divine position because of his filial piety. In order to save his father Ji Chang,
he voluntarily went to Chaoge and was eventually killed by Daji; Secondly, his

identity is that he is the eldest son of King Wen of Zhou, Ji Chang.
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There is also Huang Feihu, who was granted the title of Mount Taishan
Mountain, the Great Emperor of Benevolence and Sage. The Emperor of Dongyue is
in charge of the life and death of the human world, with great power. Huang Feihu
was originally King Wucheng of the Shang Dynasty, but later defected to Xiqgi due
to dissatisfaction with King Zhou's cruelty. He fought throughout his life and made

great contributions to the establishment of the Zhou Dynasty, which is why he was



granted such an important divine throne.
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a galaxy of stars

In addition to these big shots, there is also a large group of stars on the Investiture



List. What are Tian Gang Star, Di Sha Star, Wen Qu Star, Wu Qu Star, and so on.
These stars are not arbitrarily sealed, each star has a corresponding deity, and these
deities have their own stories.

For example, Wenquxing Bigan, everyone knows the story of him being dug up by
King Zhou. Bi Gan is a person who is loyal, righteous, and upright. He was plotted to
be killed by Daji for repeatedly advising King Zhou. He was awarded the title of

Wenqu Star, in charge of literary luck, which is well deserved. After all, his wisdom

and loyalty are evident to all.
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There is also Wuqu Star Dou Rong, who is also a fierce general. In the Battle of
Shang and Zhou, he fought against the Western Qi army multiple times. Although
he was ultimately defeated, his bravery was also recognized. After being awarded

the title of Wuqu Star, he was in charge of martial arts and blessed the generals on

earth to make great achievements.
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Various bizarre immortals

There are still some immortals on the Investiture List, which makes people
laugh uncontrollably. For example, Yu Hualong, the god of acne, was crowned as
the god of acne along with his five sons. The responsibility of this smallpox god is
to manage the smallpox that we now refer to as smallpox on earth. Think about it,
it's quite peculiar for a whole family to do this job. Yu Hualong was originally a
commander of Tongguan in the Shang Dynasty. Later, his sons died in the battle
against Xiqi, and he also committed suicide and died for his country. | didn't expect
that the last family would all become immortals, although this immortal's job was a

bit headache inducing.
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There is also a god called the Five Paths God of Wealth. These five gods of
wealth are Zhao Gongming and his four brothers. Zhao Gongming was appointed
as the true ruler of the Golden Dragon Ruyi Zhengyi Dragon Tiger Xuantan, and his
four brothers were respectively in charge of Zhaobao, Nazhen, Zhaocai, and Lishi.

When these five gods of wealth appeared, they were deeply loved by the common



people. A large part of the statues of the God of Wealth posted by everyone during

the Chinese New Year are Zhao Gongming. Who doesn't want to have abundant

financial resources in the new year?
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Behind the Investiture List
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The inclusion of so many immortals on the Investiture List actually
has profound cultural connotations behind it. It reflects the ancient
Chinese people's understanding of the universe, social order, and
moral ethics.

In the list of gods, the appointment of immortals is not arbitrary, but based on their
achievements, morality, and status. For example, those who fought for justice in the
Shang Zhou War often obtained higher divine positions. This reflects the Chinese

people's reverence for justice and kindness.



